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Situation 
The sailing instructions at an event stated a time limit for the boats to finish 'after the first boat sails 
the course and finishes'. The race was started with black flag as preparatory signal. Boat A was 
over the line before and at the moment of the starting signal. Boat B was in the triangle described 
in rule 30.3 within the last minute before the start, but was entirely on the pre-start side of the 
starting line at the moment of the start. Boat A finished the race in 1st position and boat B finished 
in 2nd. 
 
Question 1 
Neither boat complied with rule 30.3 and were consequently disqualified.  Should their scoring 
abbreviation be BFD as provided in rule A11?  
 
Answer 1 
Yes. The correct scoring abbreviation for both boats is BFD. The rules do not provide for a different 
scoring abbreviation for a boat both breaking rule 30.3 and not complying with the definition Start. 
 
Question 2 
As boat A did not comply with the definition Start, should her scoring abbreviation therefore be 
OCS as provided in rule A 4.2?  
  
Answer 2 
No. See answer 1. 
  
Question 3 
Will the finishing time of either boat A or boat B trigger the start of the time limit for boats finishing 
after the first boat that sailed the course and finished?  
 
Answer 3 
Boat B will trigger the start of the time limit as she has complied with the definition Start and with 
rule 28.1 
 
Question 4 
When rule 30.3 applies, should the race committee score all boats that break this rule using BFD, 
or should they distinguish between boats that are in the triangle in the minute before the start and 
boats that are actually on the course side of the starting line at the start?  
 
Answer 4 
Any boat that breaks rule 30.3 should be scored BFD.  See answer 1.  
 
Question 5 
Is it compulsory to comply with rule 90.3?  
 
Answer 5 
Yes.  Rule 90.3 is in part 7 of the Racing Rules of Sailing.  Neither sailing instructions nor national 
prescriptions can change a rule of part 7.  If one boat sails the course in compliance with rule 28.1 
and finishes within the time limit, the race shall be scored even if this boat was scored BFD. 


